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Ski Passes - 
Now Even Easier to Get
Are you aware that Norpine 
gets money for grooming from 
the state which comes from the 
XC ski passes, but only around 
10% of XC skiers take the time 
to buy passes.  In part this is 
because of the inconvenience 
in fi nding a place to buy them.

Well, this year a pilot project 
has been enacted that offers 
annual MN Trail Passes for 
sale at Cascade Lodge, Solbak-
ken Resort, and Cascade State 
Park.  An individual statewide 
pass is $20 annual or $55 for 
3 years.  The year is effective 
from July 1 to June 30th.  A 
ski pass is required for anyone 
16 years of age or older on all 
Norpine trails.  Daily passes, 
of $6 each, continue to be 
available.  Ski passes are also 
available online at the MN 
DNR website.
Support the trails and buy a 
XC ski pass.  A yearly pass is 
a bargain compared to just one 
day of downhill skiing.

New Board Members and Volunteers Needed
The ongoing success and 
operation of the Norpine a 
Trail System depends upon 
you, and your willingness to 
contribute time and energy.  
We are always looking for new 
members, and welcome Board 
additions.  If you love to ski/
hike, we’d love to have your 

help.  We need help brush-
ing and maintaining trails as 
well as offi ce type help such 
as sending out letters, writ-
ing articles for the newsletter, 
soliciting funds to support the 
trail maintenance.  Currently, 
we have board members who 
have served a long time and 

we would really appreciate 
some fresh blood to continue 
our efforts.  We appreciate 
whatever time you can afford 
to help us.  The Board meets 
quarterly with an annual gen-
eral membership meeting in 
the fall.  Contact us at info@
norpinetrails.org

Trail Improvement Projects
This past year involved im-
provements to the trail system.  
This summer, overseen by Pete 
Harris, a crew rebuilt a large 
bridge over Cascade Creek.   
Norpine hired a couple of local 
contractors, who, along with 
volunteer Norpine members 
Dave Howe, Michael O’Phalen 
and Elger Lorenzsonn, spent 
three days on the project.  We 
also had assistance from the 
Forest Service.  Everyone 
learned how to pour cement, 
used brute force and levers 
carrying logs and moving large 
rocks.  It was a large washed 
out bridge on the Pioneer Trail 

that needed to be rebuilt.  The work 
created new footings and posts for 
bridge supports.  Remember all the 
hard work that went into your enjoy-
ment as you ski over this bridge this 
winter!

Another project was culvert repair at 
multiple sites.  (See photos below)
Nature is a wonderful thing, but 
it does present challenges to keep 
all 58k of trails open and running 
smoothly every year.



Trail Maintenance
We had a plentiful year of 
snow last season.  While 
most people understand the 
work involved in grooming 
cross country ski trails in the 
winter, many may not realize 
the year round work that goes 
into maintaining the trails and 
prepping them for grooming.  
Every year a lot of dead trees 
seem to fall directly on our 
trails!  Wonderful volunteers 
put in numerous hours chain-
sawing these trees and remov-
ing them from the trail.  Often 
times volunteers use their own 
equipment to help clear the 
trails.  Once trees are cleared 
from the trails, the trails need 

to be brushed and mowed. Re-
member those annoying little 
face slappers?  You may notice 
very few remain, once again, 
due to countless volunteer 
hours walking trails and snip-
ing brush back from the trail.  
Every year, Norpine is fortu-
nate enough to have a group of 
volunteers from the NorthStar 
Ski group from the Twin Cities 
help prep the trails for winter.  
Cascade Lodge provides lodg-
ing and food for the weekend 
for the volunteers.  This year 
projects included clearing most 
of the trails on the system of 
face slappers.  

Norpine does receive a por-
tion of the proceeds from the 
sale of ski passes, but any 
money received from that is 
consumed for grooming alone. 
We do not have money at the 
end of the year to save for 
new equipment and mainte 
ance.  We are fortunate to have 
good volunteer grant writers 
(thanks Michel and Pete) so we 
have received various grants 
over the years for purchasing 
grooming equipment.  This 
past year we have been able 
to add a groomer and a wide 
track snowmobile which will 
be use for grooming the West 
end of the trails.  Last year we 

Funding/Dues

Norpine and North-Stars Fall Tail Clearing Crew

were able to add a tractor for 
brushing and mowing.  These 
are paid in part by grants 
and in part by your dues and 
business sponsorships.  Please 
encourage others who utilize 
our trails to become members 
and contribute to keeping these 
trails open and well groomed.  
Thanks everyone for your help 
in allowing this beautiful trail 
system to continue in opera-
tion.  A reminder that annual 
dues of $25 per family/$15 
individual are due in the fall.  
We are a 501(c)(3) nonprofi t 
corporation, so any donations 
are tax deductible.


